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ENTRY FORM PUBLICATIONS CONTACT

Call for Application, 2024

The 8th Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland,
Sfantu Gheorghe/Miercurea Ciuc

The Covasna, Harghita and Mures County Councils, together with the Cultural Center of Covasna County, the Szekler Museum of Ciuc the Lazarea Cultural and Creation
Center and the Mures County Museum, announce the application for the 8th Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland.

Political divisions, social inequality, wars, climate change, natural disasters. In recent years, a number of litical events and logical ph in the world
have led us to take a closer look at our collective vision of the present and the future.

We look at what happens when a relative social, political or natural balance is upset. A state in which opposing i cir or aspirations no longer seem

to balance each other seems to break down. Equally important is the question of the inner equilibrium and tranquillity, or lack of it. of the individual soul. The G&

and in ining balance, and the importance of the social role of the creator and of art in restoring it.

stresses the importance of individ

The 8th Graphic Art Biennal of Szeklerland invites visual interpretations of the importance of balance and, conversely, the lack of it, in such o way that the artistic
intention focuses on the social role of the nature of the image through the creative attitude.

The organisers welcome applications from all these artists who, with the ir ion of ing the p. of ry graphic art, are sending a message to the
future and holding up a mirror of critique to the society of our time through the possible responses they create.

In the spirit of the ideas above, the organizers of the biennial expect the submission of printed graphics created with the following procedures:

In the spirit of the ideas above, the organizers of the biennial expect the submission of printed graphics created with the following procedures:
- graphic artworks created with traditional procedures of graphic art;

— graphic artworks created with digital methods of image creation and printed with digital devices;

- graphic artworks prepared with digital methods of image creation but printed with traditional methods.

Terms and Conditions of Participation in the 8th Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland

The terms and conditions of the biennial have partly changed! Please read the terms and conditions of participation attentively!

1. PARTICIPANTS
Professional artists and art university students may participate in the biennial if their application is in conformity with the Terms and Conditions included in the Call for
Application.

Associations, professional organizations and other groups cannot apply. The artists can apply to the biennial only personally.

2. CRITERIA OF ARTWORKS TO BE SUBMITTED

~ The topic of the artworks can be freely chasen.

- The paper size of the artworks must be minimum 40x40 cm, and maximum 100x100 cm.

—~ The submitted graphic artwork has been created in the past two years.

- All artworks created with printed graphics procedures are accepted, included in the definition of graphics in terms of high, low and plain print methods (woodcut and
linocut, aquaforte, aquatint, mezzotint, lithography, screen printing, individual print, C-print, offset, electrographics, etc.).

~ Every artist may participate with maximum 3 artworks. Every submitted artwork counts as 1 artwork. The elements of a series count as separate artworks; thus, a three-
element series counts as three artworks.

- Artworks created in pencil. pastel, coal, ink and other individual. that is not multiplication procedures as well as photos printed without any image manipulation or
reproductions of artworks (paintings, sculptures, installations, performances, etc.) are not accepted.

3. SUBMISSION
Submission is only possible on the following website, via the online entry form: www.gbiennial.ro

The digital reproductions of the artworks can be uploaded online, via the entry form, together with the required data.

s of di 1 i
- the file size of the digital image may not exceed 15 MB;
- the digital images can be uploaded in uncompressed jpg, jpge or png format, 300 dpi resolution;
- the longer size must be minimum 2500 pixels.

If the uploading was successful, the system will send a confirmation message to the e-mail address specified in the filled-in entry form. If you might have problems with
online registration, please contact the organizers on the following e-mail: grafikaibiennale@gmail.com

The deadline of submitting the digital reproductions is March 25, 2024, midnight, 12:00 (UTC+2).

Important! With submission the applicants assume that, if their submitted works are selected by the jury, they will send the original artworks by post or will submit them
ta the biennial in person. The arganizers do not assume the printing of the artworks or the refunding of printing costs!

Important! For the phase of preselection please don't send the original artworks by post! If this is the case, we are unable to send back the original artworks.

4. ENTRY FEE
There is no entry fee for the 8th Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland.

5. SELECTION OF THE ARTWORKS, EVALUATION BY THE JURY

The members of the jury are internationally acknowledged art historians and artists.

The evaluation will take place in two phases: preselection and the selection of the awarded artworks.
The decisions of the jury cannot be overridden.




5.1 Preselection

The preselection will take place based on the digital reproductions of the artworks to be submitted.

The jury will select the artworks that qualify for the second phase; these artworks will be included in the catalogue of the biennial.
All participants will be informed on the results of preselection via e-mail.

5.2 sending the artworks qualifying for the second phase by post

The original artworks must be sent by post or submitted to the biennial in person.

Please attach to the submitted artworks the printed entry form received via e-mail during online registration in the first phase. The artworks must be numbered and signed
in accordance with the international graphics standards.

Original graphic artworks must be submitted without their frames or mat boards, in portfolios or carton reels,

Postal / shipping address:

Centrul de Cultura al Judetului Covasna
RO-520008 Sfantu Gheorghe, Str. Libertstii nr. 2
Jud. Covasna

Romania

Please indicate on the postal package:
The gth Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland
For cuitural purpose only. no commercial value!

The deadline for sending the original artworks by post (postmark date) or submitting them in person is May 10, 2024.
Artworks sent after the deadline will be automatically excluded.
We da not assume any responsibility and cannot compensate for possible damages that might occur during transport

5.3 Prizes

~ Main Prize of the Biennial

- Nagy Imre Prize

- Plugor Sandor Prizer

- Nagy Pal Prize

- Badsz Imre Prize

- The prize of the Consulate General of Hungary in Miercurea Ciuc
—~ The prize of the Hungarian University of Fine Arts

- Partium Award by the Partium Christian University, Oradea/RO
- Eszterhazy Karoly University's Prize, Eger/HU

- MAMU Society Prize, Budapest, HU

- Lazarea Art Camp Prize

- Pulzus Art Camp Prize

6. EXHIBITION AND AWARDING

The artworks selected for the second phase will be exhibited in the course of the biennial depending on the exhibition surface and the ranking of the jury.
Venue: Transylvanian Art Center, Sfantu Gheorghe/Szekler Museum of Ciue, Miearcurea Ciuc
Official opening of the biennial: October 11, 2024.

The authors of the artworks will be informed on the decision of the jury and the details of the opening ceremony by post, phone or via e-mail.

7. FURTHER INFORMATION

- The awarded artworks will remain in the property of the Transylvanian Art Center.

- Each artist may donate his work. extending in this way the graphic collection of the Transylvanian Art Centre. You can express this intention by the
completion of the application form.

- After the exhibitions of the Biennial the exhibited artworks will be sent back to their authors by post within one year. The donated works constitute an exception here.

- The selected artworks will be included in the biennial's catalogue.

- The organizers of the biennial reserve the right to organize the exhibitions.

implies the of the terms and conditions of participation in the biennial!

Download the call for application: .pdf
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Dear WARI SAENGSUWO,

Thank you for submitting your artwork(s) for the competition of the 8th edition of the Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland, contributing this
way to the success of the event! During the nine-week application-period 926 artists have sent 2046 works from 68 countries of the world.
Based on the high professional level of the large number of submitted artworks, the jury selected 350 artworks into the core material of the

biennial. We will showcase these works online, at full length, on the webpage of the biennial!

Taking into account the capacity of the exhibition surfaces and the volume of the catalogue, the seven-member international jury ranked the

composition of the material of the biennial as follows:
Out of the 350 selected artworks, the first 250 will be included in the biennial's catalogue and will be featured in its exhibitions.
®  Your work/works have/has been selected intc the material that contains the first 250 works. Implicitly, they will be

featured in the catalogue of the biennial and at its exhibitions. Please send us the original of your work by mail! The list and

ranking of the selected artworks can be found on cur web-page www.gbiennial.ro.

4002 - Life object No.2

The jury, besides the formal aspects, selected/ranked the works based on the following criteria:
* The intellectual message of the artwork
*» The potential new paths the artwork may reveal in contemporary graphics.

* The overall quality hierarchy followed by the submitted artworks.
The deadline for sending the original artworks by post (postmark date) or submitting them in person is May 10, 2024.

Postal / shipping address: Centrul de Culturd al Judetului Covasna
RO-520008 Sfantu Gheorghe, Str. Liberttii nr. 2, Jud. Covasna, Romania
Please indicate on the postal package: The 8th Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland

We wish you good work in the upcoming years and we are looking forward to receive your application in the future as well!
In the name of the organizers and the jury,
Yours sincerely,

Apor Ferencz S., curator of the biennial

We wish you good work in the upcoming years and we are looking forward to receive your application in the future as well!
In the name of the organizers and the jury,
Yours sincerely,

Apor Ferencz S., curator of the biennial
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Tinutul secuiesc

Tinutul Secuiesc este un spatiu vital cu @ identitate locald puternicy
caracierizat de o perspectivi oultwrald 5i vizuald distinctd, marcatd de
prezenta creativi a artistilor 4 de o atrmosferd intelectual si clturali
vibrantd. Principala sursh de inspiratie pentru artistii plastici care tri-
iesc gi creeard aic este rsdsi aceastd regiune coloratd, araich, dar to-
TLsi i Continud reinndire & dervaltare, cans reprezintd rskaagul natal
Tinutul Secuie<c de astazi,

Tinutul SeCuisss eS8 O megiur iSorica din AOmanis, Situatd intre
Carpati de Curburd §i Carpatii Orientali care cuprinde judetele Cavas-
na, Harghita si partial Mures, fiind locuith in mare parte de secui de
etnie maghiard

Pesajul idilic givariat al Tinutulu Secuiese este confurat de rmuntisi
Wi Printre pisunile acoperite de flor shlbatice 5i dealuribe impldurite
se asound sale autentice, care &i asteaptd vizitatorii cu o multitudine
de atracti, delicioasa buctare seCuisscd & o aspitalitate fard Margini

ALractivitates turisticd 3 Tinutului Seduiess ece iennifica.tiv.!si'm
continud dezvaliare. Statiunile sale celebre, precum Blile Bihvanyos,
Buarset, Covasna, Praid, Sovata saw Bile Tusnad, sunt cunoscute pen-
tru apele minerak cu efecte terapeutics, bide 5i mofetele lor, Pentru
iubitonii naturii, Muntii Harghita, Munti Cuc, M Wanoei, predum g
crestele Carpatiir Orientali oferd cportunit3li excelente pentru dru-
rmetii i schi Lacul Rogu, Cheile Bicazului ¢ Lacul Sfinta Ana, un lac
vulcanic unic in Europa, impreund cu Tindvul Mahog din craterul gea-
rrdn, dar 5i Grota Sulfuroasd sunt destinatii populare pentru dromedii,
atrdgand turisti prin frumusetes bor naturall uric

Secuii sunt renumifi pentru cspitalitatea lar 5 pen-
tru phstrarea traditilon. Bucktdnia locald oferd delicate-
se precurn kirtdskalics, mincirun cu tarhon §i rmdrar
sau pllinca cu chimen gi cea de afine, asiguring experi-
enje gastranomice delicipase.

Diversitalea enica 5i relidicasl a regiunii, préacurm &
patrimoniul S3u cultural §i ConStruit Sunt, de asemensa,
sermnificative. Printre walarile culturale ale Tinutulu
Secuiest, arta populard secuiascd, mestegugurile tra-
ditiorale, muzica populard &i dansul popular joacd un
rol esential, fiimd reprezentate Tn cadrl 3 numeroase
eveniments.

Din patrimnomiul nostro istoric Si construit, se remar-
el biserica de pelerinaj de la Sumuleu Cisc, bisericile
fortificate de (2 Dasjiu Si Aita Mase, Palatul Culterd din
Targu Mur&s, construit in Stil S&cecsion, piefede din Ghe-
argheni 5 TArgu Secuiese, precurn si Sighisoara, fondat
de sasiinsecalul al Xll-lea, cu piata sa ou Turmul cu Ceas
5i cetatea care reflectd, deapatrivi, pULersa eConarmich
Sispirituald a orajului multistnic de odinioard. Castelele
i onacele din regiune oferd experiente unice pentiu
amatarii de turism nobiliar,

Explorali Tinutul Secuiese, descoperili aspitalitatea
acestui colt fermecitor de Rominie si fromusetea pei-
sajelor sale ncintitoare!l

hirtps fisitcovasna com; hitpsfvisithar ghita com; kitpsfvisitmunes com
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Country / Orszag / Tard

Argentina / Argentina / Argentina

Austria / Ausztria / Austria

Australia / Ausztrilia / Australia

Bosnia and Herzegovina / Bosznia-Hercegovina /
Bosnia §i Hertegovina

g223

Brazil / Brazilia / Brazilia

Canada / Kanada / Canada
Switzerland / Svdjc / Elvetia

Chile / Chile / Chile

China / Kina / China

Cyprus / Ciprus / Cipru

Czech Republic / Csehorszig / Republica Cehd
Germany / Németorszig / Germania
Spain / Spanyolorszdg / Spania
Finland / Finnorszdg / Finlanda
France / Franciaorszag / Franta
Greece / Gordgorszig / Grecia
Croatia / Horvétorszag / Croatia
Hungary / Magyarorszig / Ungaria
India / India / India

Iran / Irén / ran

GESIFTLRLRZIRREEESSS

SEZFZSBITRRRAIZPL2E S

Italy / Olaszorszdg / italia

Japan / Japin / japonia

South Korea / Dél-Korea / Coreea de Sud
Mexico / Mexiké / Mexic

Netherlands / Hollandia / Olanda
Norway / Norvégia / Norvegia

Peru / Peru / Peru

Poland / Lengyelorszig / Polonia
Portugal / Portugdlia / Portugalia
Romania / Romdnia / Romania

Sweden / Svédorszig / Suedia

Slovenia / Szlovénia / Slovenia

Slovakia / Szlovakia / Slovacia

Serbia / Szerbia / Serbia

Thailand / Thaiféld / Thailanda

Turkey / Torokorszag / Turcia

Ukraine / Ukrajna / Ucraina

United Kingdom / Egyesilt Kirdlysig / Regatul Unit
United States / Amerikai Egyesiit Allamok /
Statele Unite ale Americii

Vietnam / Vietndm / Vietnam

195
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Members of the jury

Norbert Filep (RO)

He was born in 1990 in Baia Mare (Nagybanya). He graduated from the University of Art and Design in Cluj-Napoca (Kolozsvar) in 2015, at present he is a doctoral candidate at the
same university at the Graphics Faculty. In recent years he has been applying different procedures in his art, articulated mostly through the use of drawing as a central
mechanism for his conceptual approach concerning abstraction. Whether he draws simple lines with a ruler, or he uses grids taken from the basics of tehnical drawing, whether
m different art catalogues and art magazines, his visual vocabulary remains based on a simple concept defined by the information itself. Thus, heis

he borrows texts fi
committed to discovering new possibilities of the abstract through redefining different processes of generating information on basis accumulation and repetition. His artworks
were presented in several individual and group exhibitions in Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca. Bruxelles, Rotterdam, Timisoara and Stockholm. His works are included in private and public
collections, among which the National Museum of Contemporary Art of Romania (MNAC). the Museum of Recent Art. the ING - Bucuresti Collection, the Banca Transilvania - Cluj-

Napoca Collection. He lives and works in Cluj-Napoca.




Prof. dr. ErGss Istvan (HU)

Hungarian artist Istvdn Erdss, he graduated from the Hungarian University of Fine Arts in 1995 as a printmaker, but he also attended other institutions, such as the Academy of
Fine Arts Vienna, the Royal Academy of Art (The Hague) and the University of Fine Arts in Marseille. He defended his DLA thesis about "Nature Art” in 2009. Works at Eszterhazy
Karoly University, Eger, as professor at the Visual Arts Institute, from August 2021, he is the rector of the Hungarian University of Fine Arts. He has taken numerous professional
trips to remote countries: he has been to Africa five times and to Asia more than forty times as a guest artist, exhibitor, lecturer or curator of different artists’ camps and
symposia. He is exhibitor and organiser of the series of international exchange exhibitions entitied SEGMENT, consisting of twice nine events held in Hungary and several Asian
countries up to now. He works in different genres ranging from printmaking through installation to sculpture.

Ciprian N. Isac (RO)
Graphic designer, Graphic Workshop
Curator Bucharest Graphic Days

He was born in 1968 Hunedoara. He graduated from Bucharest National University of Arts, in 2001.Co-founder of the Atelierului de grafica, Bucuresti (Bucharest Graphics
Workshop), (2005). Graphic designer specialised in book and event design, he is passionate of old things, archivation, blog and photo archive adminsitrator. Initiator and producer
of events on diverse graphics and related topics: exhibitions, workshops, publications. Fourteen years ago he started a project of research concerning Romanian graphics in the
communist period: posters, letter, logo, advertising. Ironically called "Graphics without computer”, the project materialized in 4 books published by the Atelierul de

grafica, Bucuresti and one book was published in collaboration with the german publisher Gestalten of Berlin (Iron Curtains Graphics - Gestalten 2012) - with important records
in the specialized publications all over the world. On the occasion of the same research he launches the web platform GraphicFront.ro with two main components: an acrhive of
images with old graphics from the time of communism and a blog with cultural news. In 2018, amid the discontent with the political situation in Romania and following numerous
street protests he initiates and launches the socio-political poster project with international participation called Roar Poster Show, including 5 exhibitions, workshops, talks in
Bucharest and in other 2 cities of the country. In 2022 he founded, and since then he has been the producer of the biggest graphics festival, called Bucharest Graphic Days, an
event spread over three weeks, focusing on exhibitions, conferences, workshops, artist colonies.




Apor Ferencz S. (RO)

The artist was born in 1975, he graduated from the Bucharest National University of Arts in 2001. He is member of several professional organizations, such as the Romanian
Artists Union (UAP), the MAMU Society of Budapest and the Caffart Fine Art Association. Founder and editor of the online art forum Férumtizenst (Forum fifteen) and active
organizer of several local exhibitions and professional events, he received many awards and scholarships for artists, among which the Hollosy Simon scholarship (2006). the
Communitas scholarship (2003, 2010), the Barcsay Award (2011), the Budapest Galery scholarship (2006, 2019). the Art Scholarship of the Hungarian Academy of Arts (2021). From
2017 he has been the appointed curator of the Graphic Art Biennial of Szeklerland in 5fantu Gheorghe (Sepsiszentgydrgy). In his works he searches for anwers to the problems of
his personal existence, to the questions of his interpersanal relationships and of the surrounding social environment. But he also puts emphasis on the topic of remembering, as
well. What are memories and how is it possible to express them in arts, which can be the graphical forms of remembering? In the background of the contents of his art there
frequently appear sociocritical elements, as well, but at the same time also humourous and ironic aspects are present. Found objects have a great role in his toolbar and he also
integrates in his artworks some elements of the material culture of his "province”, emphasizing in this way the importance of the local and traditional values. It is extremely
important for him to express his message through techniques and procedures of the contemperary art and think about the possibilities of their graphic representation.

Imre Tolnay DLA (HU)
artist, university professor - Széchenyi Istvan University, Gy6r (HU)

He was born in Gy&r in 1968. He graduated from the Faculty of Printmaking of the Hungarian University of Fine Arts in 1992-ben, in 1994 received a scholarship within an
exchange program at the Royal Academy of Art. the Hague. Between 1997-2000 he attended the doctoral school of the Faculty of Art of the University in Pécs. In 2003 he obtained
his doctoral- degree (DLA). then in 2013 the habilitated doctorate (PTE). In 2009 he went with a two-month scholarship to the Hungarian Academy of Rome. From 1991 he has
been participating in several important exhibitions at home and abroad, at different symposia, he has been exploring different genres of the visual arts (painting, graphics,
photography, installations) and published articles in inland professional journals. He has participated at more than 50 individual and for about two hundred group exhibitions, his
works got to 21 countries of the world. He has won several prizes, his artworks can be seen in many private and public collections at home and abroad. He is a university professor
at Széchenyi Istvdn University of Gy&r.




Dr. Bordés Beéta (RO)

Dr. Beata Bordas is an art historian. She was born in Sepsiszentgydrgy/ Sfantu Gheorghe in 1986. She graduated from Babes-Bolyai University in Kolozsvar/Cluj - Napoca, where

she obtained her degree of Doctor of History in 2013. During the period of 2016-2021 she was a museologist and curator of the Art Museum in Kolozsvar/Cluj-Napoca and since

the summer of 2021 she has been director of the Transylvanian Art Centre in Sepsiszentgydrgy/ Sfantu Gheorghe. Her main research areas are Transylvanian art of the 19th and

20th century and Transylvanian architecture of the age of historicism. There have been published several individual volumes and studies about Transylvanian art and

Transylvanian built heritage written by her.

Géabor Gyenes (SK)
fine artist, assistant professor - Academy of Fine Arts, Faculty of Graphics (SK)

He was born in Kosice (Kassa) in 1984. He graduated from the Faculty of Graphics of the Academy of Fine Arts in Bratislava (Pozsony), then he completed his doctorate at the

Academy of Arts in Banska Bystrica (Besztercebanya). At present he is assistent professor at the Faculty of Graphics of the Academy of Fine Arts in Bratislava (Pozsony) and leader
of the artist group IN SITU. He works as a graphic artist. creates site-specific art and illustrates books. Art represents to him a communication form through which he generates

dialogues, his works are characterized by a diversity of genres: from classical graphics to videos, from book illustrations to bioart. The main concept of his artworks is based on

recurrent topics dealing with the relationship between man and his environment, respectively he focuses upon the scientific investigation of the world,
his illustrations are based on drawing, on the play with spaces and on some surprising approaches.

as well. At the same time




